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creek which separates the scene of the festival at Saugor
from the mainland. The road to Puri is strewed by the
corpses of those who die on the journey. Others, again,
in fulfilment of vows, or in their desire to please the
deity by their sufferings, travel for miles by measuring
their length upon the ground. They lie down and
stretch their hands beyond their heads; and having
made a mark with their fingers, place their toes against
it, and again stretch themselves upon the ground. In
this manner they continue for days together, until they
are completely exhausted. When a pilgrim starts for
some of these places, it is with the expectation that he
will never return. The death of many is accelerated
by the extortions of the priests, which leaves them
little or nothing for the expenses of the homeward
journey.

And' what is the life they lead at these places ?
Benares, though regarded as holy, is one of the most
wicked cities in India, At Ganga Sagar prostitutes ply
their infamous traffic. In connection with some temples
prostitutes form part of the establishment, and their
earnings are taken without scruple by the authorities.
The pilgrims bathe, walk round the temples, make
offerings at the shrines, suffer many inconveniences from
want of proper accommodation ; but worship, in the
true sense of the word, there is none. Many know little
more than the names of the deities whose shrines they
visit; nor would the contemplation of their lives make
them holier in heart or purer in life. In many cases the
more closely a man follows the example of his gods, the
more impure will he become.

One means of attracting visitors to the shrines is the
employment of touts, who go about the country singing
their praises and extolling their virtues, I once had an